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March 1, 2004
Dear Friends:

For the past six months, Vancouver City's Peace and Justice Committee has been investigating
whether the City, in partnership with local, pan-Canadian and international NGOs, should host a
world peace forum. This report contains the detailed findings of that investigation, which we
recommend you read in full.

In summary, this report recommends that there be a world peace forum as well as provides an
idea of the first steps we might take to assure that adequate consultations and preparations are
undertaken locally, regionally, across Canada, and in the world's various regions (particularly in
the South) to support such a project.

We had originally thought that a world peace forum should be held in 2005. However, that year
is already charged with activities that we believe deserve support in their own right. We have
therefore concluded that it would probably be best to organize the forum in May or June, 2006.

Why a world peace forum? A world-wide peace movement re-emerged in opposition to the
invasion of Iraq. The movement is diverse, encompassing the more senior anti-nuclear
movement on the one hand, the newer anti-war movement on the other, and a host of others.
Needless to say there are regional dimensions, both in terms of peace movements, and in terms
of threats to peace. Today, the Middle East is the focus, tomorrow it may be East Asia. A world
peace forum and, just as importantly the process leading up to that forum, will help build the
capacity necessary for communication, coordination and action on a global scale to stop war and
end global militarism

A project such as a world peace forum would require a lot of work. It is important that such a
project not divert resources necessary for ongoing justice struggles in Vancouver. At the same
time, any future financial commitment on the City’s part would have to take into account its
already strained budget, as well as the degree to which City residents want to support such a
project. Regardless, a major fundraising campaign will be an essential ingredient in this
endeavour.

We hope this document will serve to expand the consultation process and that both the City’s
Peace and Justice Committee and the NGO community, will take whatever measures may be
necessary to build the consensus necessary for this project to become a reality. I would like to
thank the many community partners who helped in the preparation of this report. The Peace and
Justice Committee is alone responsible for the report’s contents and any errors therein.

Ellen Woodsworth, City Councillor

on behalf of the

Peace and Justice Committee

E-mail: cityforpeace@peaceandjustice.ca
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