


Dear Friends: 

For the past six months7 Vancouver City's Peace and Justice Committee has been investigating 
whether the Cityy in partnership with local7 pan-Canadian and intematiod NGOs7 should host a 
world peace forum. This report contains the detailed findings of that investigation, which we 
recommend you read in fbll. 

In summaryy this report recommends that there be a world peace forum as well as provides an 
idea of the first steps we might take to assure that adequate cunsultations and preparations are 
undertaken locallyy regionally7 across Canada, and in the world's various regions (particularly in 
the South) to support such a project. 

We had originally thought that a world peace forum should be held in 2005. However7 that year 
is already charged with activities that we believe desewe support in their own right. We have 
therefore concluded that it would probably be best to organize the forum in May or June7 2006. 

Why a world peace forum? A world-wide peace movement reemerged in opposition to the 
invasion of Iraq. The movement is diversey encompassing the more senior anti-nuclear 
movement on the one handy the newer anti-war movement on the other7 and a host of others. 
Needless to say there are regianal dimensionsy both in terms of peace movements7 and in terms 
of threats to peace. Today7 the Middle East is the f m s 7  tomorrow it may be East Asia. A world 
peace forum and7 just as importantly the process leading up to that forum, will help build the 
capacity necessary for communication, coordination and action on a global scale to stop war and 
end global militarism 

A project such as a world peace forum would require a lot of work. It is important that such a 
project not divert resources necessary for ongoing justice struggles in Vancouver. At the same 
time7 any fbture financial commitment on the City's part would have to take into account its 
already strained budget* as well as the degree to which City residents want to support such a 
project. Regardless7 a major hndraising campaign will be an essential ingredient in this 
endeavour. 

We hope this document will serve to expand the consultation process and that both the City's 
Peace and Justice Committee and the NGO c o m m u ~ t y ~  will take whatever measures may be 
necessary to build the consensus necessary for this project to become a reality. I would like to 
thank the many community partners who helped in the preparation of this report. The Peace and 
Justice Committee is alone responsible for the report's contents and any errors therein. 

Ellen Wdsworth,  City Councillor 
on behalf of the 
Peace and Justice Committee 
E-mail: cityfo~eace@pea~ndjustice.ca 

Towards a World Peace Forum.. .2 



Contents 

1. Vancouver City Peace and Justice Committee Discussion Paper, "Vancouver, 
A City for Peace and Justice: Towards a World Peace Forum in 2006," 

................................................................. adopted January 26,2004 4 

Related Documentation 

Original Proposal included in Closing Statement, "Canadian Conference 
on Preventing Crimes against Humanity: Lessons fiom the Asia Pacific War 
(1 93 1 - 19451," Friday, March 2 1 -Saturday, March 22,2003, 

........................................................... First Nations Longhouse, UBC.. 10 

Open Letter to David Cadman and Ellen Woodsworth fiom Vancouver . . .............................................................................. Peace Acbwsts.. 13 

Ellen Woodsworth's Letters Soliciting Opinions regarding Proposal 
for a World Peace Forum ........................................................................................... 16 

........................................................ Select Citations fiom Respondents 20 

Members of the Peace and Justice Committee's Sub-committee on the World 
Peace Forum .................................................................................... 29 

Towards a World Peace Fo rum... 3 



Vancouver, 
A City for Peace and Justice: 
Towards a World Peace Forum in 2006 

The Vancouver City Peace and Justice Committee approved this discussion paper on January 
26, 2004. It is the result of an ongoing dialogue between the Peace and Justice Committee and 
Vancouver community partners, as well as with anti-war activists outside of Vancouver. We 
believe it has broad based support but it is only a beginning. The proposal should be reassessed 
and supplemented once the city, the school board, the parks board and community partners have 
examined and discussed it in&ll. 

There is hope. We have witnessed and participated in the rise of a revitalized, global anti-war 
movement, imbued with the energy of a younger generation. New anti-war organizations have 
taken root in many parts of the world, including in the United States7 to protest against global 
militarism. As part of this movement, Vancouver City Council re established its peace and 
justice committee to assure that peace action would become part of the city's agenda. In so 
doing, Vancouver has rejoined hundreds of other cities around the world that are organized in 
networks--Mayors for Peace, Peace Messenger Cities, Cities for Peace--in the quest to build 
healthy communities in a world without war. 

But much remains to be done. War, militarism and the spectre of nuclear holocaust do menace 
our planet, our lives7 our communities. Images of dismembered bodies7 razor wire, and tanks in 
the streets are a pale reflection of the bloody reality that has resulted fkom the invasion of Iraq. 
To the global challenges of world poverty, the AIDS crisis, and environmental decay, the world 
now faces an additional threat--a superpower intent on making military might the standard for 
right and wrong, regardless of world opinion and international law. Developing l'useablel' 
nuclear weapons and the militarization of space are part of this new U.S.-led agenda. 
Communities ignore these threats at their peril. We must act. 

War and militarism threaten us locally as well as globally because they: 

destroy local communities and undermine citizens1 security--civilians now constitute 90 
percent of casualties in war; 
create a destructive social atmosphere in which violence becomes an accepted norm to 
resolve social conflict; 
channel tax dollars into military and security budgets instead of into necessary city social 
services and infixstructure support; 
promote racism and erode residents' civil liberties as in the case of Maher Arar, an 
Ottawa resident and Canadian citizen arrested by US authorities and forcibly transported 
to another country for torture. 

One challenge ahead is to ensure that local governments and anti-war, citizens1 groups work 
constructively together to build the global network necessary to achieve peace and justice. In 
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2005, the anti-nuclear movement is mobilizing for the United Nations nuclear review in May 
2005 and for the commemorative assemblies in Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 2005, the 
60th anniversary of the atomic bombings and the end of World Was 11. The anti-war movement 
continues to build, co-ordinating anti-occupation rallies on the anniversary of the invasion of 
Iraq, proposing international protests against military bases, organizing popular tribunals against 
war crimes, and emphasizing the role of women against war. The city of Athens is integrating 
peace actions as part of its 2004 Olympics and in 2006, the World Urban Forum (formerly 
known as Habitat) will be held in Vancouver. 

Empowering a global peace network requires recognition of the diversity within the movement 
and this, in turn, invites sustained efforts at coordination. Bringing together local governments 
and citizens groups is essential if we are to mobilize the resources necessary to achieve the 
global communications capacity to achieve peace and justice. Given Vancouver's 1980s 
activism on peace issues, its diversity, its resources and its global reach, the City is well placed to 
facilitate the organization of a World Peace Forum in 2006. 

Vancouver residents expect their local government to provide a secure and sustainable city 
environment. A City initiative to develop a culture of peace and justice will, we believe, give 
voice to the deep reservoir of peace sentiment that exists among individuals and community 
organizations. By involving Vancouver citizens and the world community, we can assure that 
taking such an initiative will not mean diverting resources fi-om other important city tasks. These 
include providing essential social services and infi-astructure, and achieving the goals of 
achieving justice and dignity for First Nations' peoples, overcoming violence against women, 
eliminating poverty and homelessness, and ending racism and violence in our communities. On 
the contrary, a peace initiative must empower residents and community groups in the city. 

Vancouver is blessed with many natural attractions and is world-renowned as a travel 
destination. It will host the world junior hockey championships in 2005 and it will host the 
Olympics in 201 0. But Vancouver is more than a sporting venue. It has a rich tradition of peace 
activism and its administration is based on a strong vision of social responsibility. Given the 
challenges that the world faces today, we believe that the City, in partnership with the 
community, should commit to organizing a World Peace Forum in the year 2006. From 
Vancouver7s perspective the goals of such a venture might include: 

Building a world culture of peace and justice culminating in a World Peace Forum 
Reinforcing the cities for peace networks in Canada and around the world with 
Vancouver as an Asia-Pacific hub in this network; 
Empowering citizens by creating a fi-amework for partnerships between local 
governments, NGOs and residents; 
Ensuring city residents, and particularly young people, have access to peace information, 
education and opportunities to fully participate in peace activities; 
Assuring that the diverse threats to peace in the various regions of the world are 
adequately understood and addressed by the network of cities and citizens' organizations. 
Learning the lessons fi-om the past, integrate the voices of our elders, and encourage 
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participation by those who continue to suffer f?om crimes against hmanity, especially 
the First Nations1 peoples, on the basis of redress and reconciliation. 

However, before fblly committing to such a major venture, we recommend that the City 
undertake, as a fist  step, a "City for Peace Initiative" that would, on the basis of this document, 
allow City departments and related agencies to discuss this proposal and to report back on its 
feasibility. Concurrently, the City might conduct outreach to other cities interested in peace 
issues to determine if there is the support necessary for such a project. Finally, the City should 
continue to liaise with the NGO community and encourage them to organize autonomously so 
that they can build the capacity to make this dream a reality. 

A. Some Ideas for Implementation 

We believe concrete measures are necessary to create a framework that would allow for 
education and reflection related to this project and at the same time allow for maximum citizen 
consultation, participation and initiative. Below are some ideas: 

1. Issue Vancouver Peace Appeal: 

The City should consider issuing an appeal or proclamation outlining its "City for Peace 
Initiative" including the proposal for a world peace forum. This might be done just prior to, or 
on March 20,2004, the first anniversary of the invasion of Iraq or another appropriate time. This 
appeal would call for cities and citizens1 groups to come together in a World Peace Forum and 
outline the key elements of the Vancouver initiative. This would provide a basis for M e r  
action and would also be an effective educational tool, particularly if translated into multiple 
languages. It would be posted on the City web site and consideration should be given to mailing 
it to all city households as was done in 1984 and 1986 for peace initiatives undertaken by 
previous administrations. The appeal should also encourage citizen participation through 
innovative voicing of views via web sites, allow for volunteering and local initiatives, as well as 
appeal for donations to a Peace Fund (see below re finances). The school board and parks board 
might consider ways to have this appeal made available in city schools and community centres. 
It should be circulated internationally. 

2. Creation of Worldpeaceforum Web Site: 

We recommend the creation of a worldpeaceforum web page (or site) that will provide a) 
information on the world peace forum initiative; b) access to peace education materials and c) up 
to date news about the world peace movement (Americas, AfXca, Asia, Europe, Middle East, 
and so forth). This web site would mainly be informational, not editorial, and would initially 
operate in English but should establish a multi-lingual capacity as early as possible. It is 
important to establish a site that is as inter-active as possible, allowing people to post information 
and opinions re this initiative, recruit volunteers to work on the project and glow people to 
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donate to the Peace Fund (see below). Until this web site is up and running we recommend that 
as much information as possible regarding this initiative be posted on the City's Peace and 
Justice Committee web site and others as appropriate. 

3. Organize a "Cities for Peace" Forum in the fall, 2004 

A world peace forum is by definition an international activity. A pre-condition for holding such 
a forum in Vancouver would be that cities and NGOs across Canada be willing to participate in 
and actively support such a project. A "Cities for Peace" forum would provide a venue and 
opportunity for multi-level, multi-city networking. Vancouver City would organize the sessions 
for mayors and city councillors, and partner organizations in the area might initiate workshops 
for peace groups, peace educators, labour council peace activists, for First Nations, for women, 
youth and so forth. The forum might also allow for city schools to discuss peace education. 
This forum would be self-financing in that delegates would have to provide their own travel 
funds. If funding permits, the City with NGO partners would facilitate venue and also 
coordinate organization. A small number of international guests might be invited depending on 
finances and international observers should be welcomed. We would also welcome the 
organisation of international regional meetings on a similar basis. 

4. Next Steps 

Once the "Cities for Peace" forum has concluded, those involved in the world peace forum 
initiative (including the city, school board, parks board, and community partners) should assess 
the outcome and, with assistance of international partners, draw up a concrete plan to guide the 
project over the next 1 8 months. 

5. Campaign 2005: International Outreach 

Building on earlier initiatives, the City should consider developing a vigorous international 
program. While the world situation may require adjustments, Vancouver activities might include 
a focus on three specific projects: 

a. The United Nations Non-Proliferation Treaty Review in April-May 2005 
Taking direction from existing initiatives; organize activities in Vancouver to reinforce 
demands for a nuclear free world. 

b. "Never Again" Exhibit: "Survivors: Cities and People (June, 2005)'' 
Organize an exhibit with displays of cities previously devastated by war (i.e., 
Hiroshima/Nanjing/Baghdad/Warsaw) that would demonstrate both how cities are 
affected by war and why they must act to prevent war. Such an exhibit would provide a 
secure and supportive venue for survivor stories. The audience for such an exhibit would 
include schools, residents of greater Vancouver, and visitors to the city. 

c. Hiroshima/Nagasaki Bombing 6oth Anniversary Commemoration (August 2005) 
The City should consider organizing commemorative activities, for example, a web-cast 
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of ceremonies (8:15 a.m., August 6 is 4 p.m. August 5 in Vancouver) in community 
centres throughout the city. 

6. World Peace Forum 2006 (May or June) 

Around the time of the World Urban Forum, organize the World Peace Forum. This forum 
would be a major undertaking, be broad in scope providing an umbrella under which movements 
and organizations working on peace issues, including city representatives, indigenous peoples, 
women, youth and seniors could come together, network and demonstrate to the world the thirst 
for peace and justice. It would allow for a major arts and cultural component, and maximize 
citizen involvement from the start. It would be an international event guided in its key decisions 
through an ongoing dialogue among the key stakeholders, locally, pan-Canadian and 
internationally. A dialogue with partners regarding the specific goals for the Forum and the 
process necessary to make it happen should begin as soon as possible. 

Organization 

To oversee the work related to this project, we suggest that the City establish through the Peace 
and Justice Committee, a "City for Peace" working group that includes representatives of the 
City, the Peace and Justice Committee, the School Board, and the Parks Board to examine how 
to activate this initiative. At the same time, we recommend that the City work with community 
partners so that they can establish a stable and ongoing consultative network, as well as an 
autonomous organizational capacity that would be capable of moving forward the substantial 
work necessary to make the dream of a world peace forum a reality. As early as possible both 
the City for Peace working group and the NGOs should integrate international consultations into 
their activities. 

Funding 

The costs of hosting a world peace forum would be substantial. There are also important 
economic benefits for the city including revenues from the increase in visitors to the city at the 
time of the forum, and the benefits from becoming known globally as a city for peace and 
justice. We believe that an active fundraising program will cover the major portion of the costs 
of the forum and thus minimize costs to the City. This project must not detract from service 
provision in the city nor undermine the various social programs that the City provides. In order 
to facilitate fundraising, we recommend the establishment of a peace fund that would receive 
contributions, and fund the world peace forum with a substantial amount of monies devoted to 
subsidizing travel costs for southern delegates. 

A world of peace and justice is possible! 
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A Canadian Conference on 
PREVENTING CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY: LESSONS FROM THE ASIA 
PACIFIC WAR (1931-1945) 
Friday, March 2 1 -Saturday, March 22,2003 
First Nations House of Learning, University of British Columbia 

Closing Statement 
Integrating the movement for historical redress and reconciliation with the anti-war movement in 
Canada and abroad 

The voices of past and present have resonated at this conference. We have learned that how we 
address past injustices, including crimes against humanity, speaks volumes about the challenges 
the world faces today. 

We offer our deep appreciation to the survivors of crimes against humanity present at this 
conference including Grandmother Hwang Geum Joo, a Korean survivor of Japanese military 
sexual slavery; Xu Jiaxie and Yang Dafang, survivors of Japanese germ warfare; Kinuko Laskey, 
a survivor of the Hiroshima atomic bomb; Mary Kitagawa, a survivor of Japanese Canadian 
internment; Suh Sung, a victim of torture and 19 years' imprisonment and now a leading activist 
for peace and human rights in Asia; and Don MacPherson, a Canadian Hong Kong veteran, as 
well as other former prisoners of war and residential school survivors. (Thank you so much) 

We, who gathered here on the 40th anniversary of the U.N. Declaration for the Elimination of 
All Forms of Racial Discrimination, affirm the following: 

War and racism are a lethal mixture, one reinforcing the other, leading to peripheralization, 
demonization, or dehumanization, which create the basis for crimes against peace and crimes 
against humanity. The recent practices of racial profiling and the passage of the Canadian "Anti 
terrorism" Act constitute a wake up call for Canadians - we must halt the erosion of civil liberties 
generated through the politics of fear in the wake of September 1 1 th. 

The past and the present are intimately connected. The United States government, for example, 
could have largely stopped international biological weapons development in the 1940s when it 
learned about the atrocities committed by the Japanese imperial army as a result of wide scale 
deployment of biological weapons in China during the Asia Pacific War (193 1 1945). Instead, 
the U.S. government offered immunity to the Japanese perpetrators of these atrocities in 
exchange for their scientific data, soaked in the blood of victims. Similarly, the system of sexual 
slavery imposed by the Japanese military should have been held up as a war crime, thereby 
acting as a disincentive to the practice of rape, whether in peace or war. That it was not held up 
as a war crime reflects the sexist bias of the male judges and soldiers at the time. 
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Genocide is a part of crimes against humanity and we acknowledge that Aboriginal people in 
Canada have been victims of genocide as defined by the U.N. Genocide Convention, including 
Article I1 (d) imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group and I1 (e) forcibly 
transferring children of one group to another group. We must stop all aspects of genocide. 
Support for the Innu, First Nations, and Metis in their quest for justice represents a central task 
for the people of Canada. 

Liberal democracy is no guarantee against crimes against humanity. Both in the past and 
present, we see that racism, sexism, and classism can undermine our causes. Legal instruments 
and international bodies including the United Nations, the International Labour Organization and 
others, can offer important venues to promote our causes but they require careful preparation so 
that issues such as sexual slavery are not submerged by other important but distinct crimes such 
as forced labour. 

This conference has some immediate results. We welcome an initiative arising at the conference 
to develop an international network to investigate and support the movement to lift the veil of 
secrecy that has too long covered the use of biological weapons in China during the Asia Pacific 
War. We warmly support the call for the City of Vancouver to organize a world peace forum in 
the year 2005 and urge that the organizers of such a conference include a strong historical 
component so that we can continue to hear the voices of survivors of crimes against humanity. 
The efforts of the Chinese and Japanese Canadian communities, Aboriginal people and the 
support of the Canadian labour movement, among others, were instrumental in making this 
conference a success. We would like to particularly acknowledge the important contribution of 
the First Nations Longhouse, which has been a sanctuary where survivors feel safe, and 
participants from diverse communities feel spiritually supported in dealing difficulty issues. We 
look forward to further collaborative efforts in the struggle for justice and peace. 

We note for ourselves and for others that some people in communities that have been victims, 
past or present, are at times understandably hesitant to fully participate in broad based 
movements because of lingering fears that they will be victimized again. Overcoming this fear 
requires step by step solidarity building and outreach by mainstream organizations. 

At the beginning of this conference, we suggested that the invasion of Iraq constituted a crime 
against peace. After two days of discussion there have been no dissenting voices. Indeed the 
bombing of Baghdad only strengthens our view. We joined in the international anti-war protest 
on Saturday, March 22, and will continue to work to help integrate the movement for historical 
redress and reconciliation with the anti-war movement in Canada and abroad. When this war 
ends, we believe that perpetrators of war crimes, whether victors or vanquished, should be taken 
before the International Criminal Court. The activities of the US - the current sole superpower 
have given birth to a renewed movement for peace and social justice throughout the world. This 
world public opinion shall prevail. 
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